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REGISTRATION
This is the last week for voluntary registration. Those intending
to apply [for registration certificates] will have done so before the 9th.
It does not appear likely that applications will be accepted after that
date. It seems the Registrar has also sent round notices to that effect.
Every Indian, therefore, who considers himself eligible, must apply
without delay. This paper will probably not reach the readers before
Monday. By then the time-limit will have expired. However, I give
this warning in the belief that Monday may really be the last day.
About 8,700 applications for registration have been made and
6,000 applicants have already received their certificates. The remaining
applications are still under consideration. Apparently, they include
applications on behalf of children, applications of persons holding the
old Dutch registers and those of others about whose thumb-impressions
there may be some doubt. What happens to the applications of persons
holding Dutch registers will depend on the number of cases in which
the thumb-impressions are suspect. The remaining 2,000 also include
a large number of bona-fide certificate-holders. Further information
is likely to become available in a week or two.
INTER-COLONIAL CONFERENCE
?
A conference of all South African Colonies designated as above
is now in session in Pretoria, with Mr. Moore, a Natal Minister1, as
President. Among many others, the Asiatic question finds a place
on the agenda. It is likely to be discussed at length. According to
reports, the sessions are to be held in camera.
A very important resolution was passed at the Inter-Colonial
Conference. It has been resolved, on a proposal from Mr. Smuts,
seconded by Mr. Merriman2, that steps be taken by all concerned to bring
about a union of all the Colonies. Commenting on this, newspapers
favouring the Progressive Party point out that the Dutch are in a
dominant position at present, especially because they are in power in
the Orange River Colony, the Transvaal and the Cape; that is why
1 Moore was then Prime Minister of Natal.
2Rt Hon. John Xavier Merriman (18414926); Privy Councillor; surveyor and
fanner; Member of Cape Parliament; joined Molteno ministry, 1875-8; Prime Minister
and Treasurer-General, 1908-10; Member of Union Legislative Assembly, 1910-19;
described in Indian Opinion as "a consistent champion of fair play to Indians*'